164:                                 LUIS BE LUGO

Luis Alonso de Lugo went to his government
with the sole object of plunder. When he arrived
at the pearl fishery at Eio de la Hacha he demanded
a twelfth as his perquisite as Governor of Santa
Martha. Castellanos, the Eoyal Treasurer, refused
to allow the chest containing the pearls to be
opened, and refused to give up the keys. At last
Lugo found the key in a small purse hidden in
the Treasurer's nether garment. The plunderer
then opened the chest and took what he chose;
while the Treasurer wrote a complaint to the
Council of the Indies.

Lugo did not go to Santa Martha, but he sent
some of his officers there to procure boats and bring
them up the River Magdalena to a point where he
was to join them, coming by land. It has been
suggested that he was ashamed to go to Santa
Martha. Such a man as Lugo was incapable of
any feelings of that kind. He landed in the valley
of Upar and had to fight his way, through hostile
tribes, to the banks of the Magdalena, where he
found his boats ; nor did his difficulties end there,
for in working his way up the river he was sub-
jected to incessant attacks.

The cause of those attacks is not without its
romantic side. The Spaniards of Santa Martha,